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much that he wanted peaces and Pitt wanted war, as that
he disagreed with Pitt on the relative importance of the
European and the Eastern struggle. Napoleon's attack was
to be twofold. It was to be an attempt, partly by annexa-
tion, partly by intimidation, partly by the creation of puppet
governments, mocked with the vain names of separate
peoples, and partly by a gigantic scheme of commercial
exclusions to consolidate the continent of Europe against
England. It was also to be an assault on our Eastern
possessions, as the climax of a series of intrigues in Egypt.
It is strange that Pitt, who kept a more constant eye than
Fox on Napoleon's designs in the East, had been much
less reluctant than Fox to cede Malta, in the Treaty
arrangements of Amiens: Fox made no secret that he would
have liked to retain Malta instead of Trinidad, whereas Pitt
preferred the latter. Fox would have liked to keep Malta,
or still more Minorca, because he thought the possession
of one of those islands would strengthen England's position
in Europe. But the very consideration that made him regret
the loss of Malta made him deprecate a war in order to
retain Malta after we had promised to give it up, for such
a course, in his opinion, could only alienate Europe from
her proper interest in our quarrel with Napoleon. By March
1804 Pitt had made up his mind that Napoleon must be
fought instantly, and that it would be fatal to play into
his hands by giving up Malta in order to carry out a treaty
which, he maintained, Napoleon had broken in spirit. He
defended this course by pointing to Napoleon's tricks for
re-establishing himself in Egypt. Fox argued that a Govern-
ment that had submitted to every encroachment of French
ambition, which had left Holland and Switzerland to their
fate, and all the smaller states of Europe under the dominion
or influence of France, could not hope to persuade Europe
that the fate of Malta was an object of interest to Europe.
Pitt saw in imagination the gorgeous plans Napoleon had
formed for a great Oriental Empire, and the retention of
Malta he considered indispensable if that project was to be